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Description

In The Secret Life of Salvador Dalf, the artist recalls the commission to create this window display for the famous
department store on New York’s Fifth Avenue: ‘By way of demonstration, | accepted an offer to dress one of the
windows of Bonwit-Teller’s [sic] shop with a surrealist display. | used a manikin whose head was made of red
roses and who had fingernails of ermine fur. On a table, a telephone transformed into a lobster; hanging on a
chair, my famous “aphrodisiac coat”.’” Many years later, in The Unspeakable Confessions of Salvador Dalf, the
artist acknowledged these elements as the three characters of the mise-en-scene. In the window display, both
the female mannequin and the table can be related to the iconography of the 1935 painting Woman with Head
of Roses, while the telephone and the jacket are identified as sculptural works. The floor was covered with
spoons and various objects and fashion accessories hung from the elongated arms projecting through the side

walls. This window display is a good example of Dali’s involvement with the world of fashion during the 1930s.
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Reproduction Rights

The copyright on Salvador Dali's works, included those that are reproduced in this Web page, is held by the
Spanish State and has been granted in exclusivity to the Fundacié Gala-Salvador Dall.

Pursuant to intellectual property laws in force, the total or partial reproduction, distribution, transformation,
public communication, interactively making available to the public, as well as any other exploitation, by any
means, of the works included in this Web page is prohibited.

Any exploitation of Salvador Dali's works is subject to the prior application and clearance of the relevant licence
issued by VEGAP (tel. 91 532 66 32 and 93 201 03 31 ; www.vegap.es). Copyright infringement will be
prosecuted according to Laws.
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