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Description

The catalogue of the Exposition surréaliste d’objets, held at the Charles Ratton Gallery in Paris in 1936, lists a
Surrealist object by Dali entitled Hommage a Kant, a title that can be linked to one of the works that appear in
photographs of this exhibition. According to the catalogue of the 1936 Surrealism exhibition, held fifty years
later at the Zabriskie Gallery in New York, the base of this object quotes an excerpt from the Prussian
philosopher’s Critique of Pure Reason. In The Secret Life of Salvador Dali, the artist remarks that during his
adolescence, his favourite reading was Kant: ‘I felt that a man like Kant, who wrote such important and useless
books, must be a real angel! My eagerness to read what | did not understand, stronger than my will, must have
obeyed a violent necessity for spiritual nourishment of my soul, and just as a calcium deficiency in certain
weakened organisms of children causes them blindly and irresistibly to break off and eat the lime and plaster on
walls, so my spirit must have needed that categorical imperative, which | chewed and rechewed for two
consecutive years without succeeding in swallowing it. But one day I did swallow it'.

Exhibitions

e 1936, Paris, Charles Ratton, Exposition Surréaliste d'Objets, 22/05/1936 - 29/05/1936, no reference
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- 04/04/1986, no reference

e 1991, Paris, Centre Georges Pompidou, André Breton, la beauté convulsive, 25/04/1991 - 26/08/1991
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Reproduction Rights

The copyright on Salvador Dali's works, included those that are reproduced in this Web page, is held by the
Spanish State and has been granted in exclusivity to the Fundacié Gala-Salvador Dali.

Pursuant to intellectual property laws in force, the total or partial reproduction, distribution, transformation,
public communication, interactively making available to the public, as well as any other exploitation, by any
means, of the works included in this Web page is prohibited.

Any exploitation of Salvador Dali's works is subject to the prior application and clearance of the relevant licence
issued by VEGAP (tel. 91 532 66 32 and 93 201 03 31 ; www.vegap.es). Copyright infringement will be
prosecuted according to Laws.
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