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Description

This plaster sculpture, created by Dali in 1936, takes as its reference the Venus de Milo in the Musée du Louvre.
This icon of antiquity had fascinated the artist from childhood. In The Secret Life of Salvador Dali he relates that
as a boy he made a copy of this sculpture in clay, and how this first attempt at sculpture produced in him ‘an
unmistakable and delightful erotic pleasure’. Later, in an interview he gave to Playboy magazine in 1964, Dali
explained that ‘With the addition of the drawers it is possible to look inside the body of the Venus de Milo to the
soul: Thus Dali creates a Freudian and Christian appearance in the Greek civilization.’ It is likely that this same
plaster sculpture was part of an ephemeral installation at the exhibition Salvador Dali 1939 held at the Julien
Levy Gallery in New York.

Provenance

e Salvador Dali, 1936-c. 1964
e Max Clarac-Sérou, Paris, c. 1964-1990
e Patrick Derom, c. 1990-2005

Observations

It is not certain that the pompoms correspond to the original creation of 1936; it is possible that Dali himself
added them later.

Exhibitions

e 1979, Paris, Galerie du Dragon, Objet surréaliste 1931-1937, 20/10/1979 - 20/12/1979, cat. no. 10

e 2000, Paris, Musée du Louvre, D'apres ['antique, 15/10/2000 - 15/01/2001, cat. no. 259

e 2001, St. Petersburg, Florida, Salvador Dali Museum, A Disarming Beauty: The Venus of Milo in 20th Century
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e 2001, London, Tate Modern, Surrealism desire unbound, 20/09/2001 - 01/01/2002, no reference

e 2002, New York, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Surrealism desire unbound, 06/02/2002 - 12/05/2002, no
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e 2005, Philadelphia, The Philadelphia Museum of Art, Dali, 16/02/2005 - 15/05/2005, cat. no. 156
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The copyright on Salvador Dali's works, included those that are reproduced in this Web page, is held by the
Spanish State and has been granted in exclusivity to the Fundacié Gala-Salvador Dali.

Pursuant to intellectual property laws in force, the total or partial reproduction, distribution, transformation,
public communication, interactively making available to the public, as well as any other exploitation, by any
means, of the works included in this Web page is prohibited.

Any exploitation of Salvador Dali's works is subject to the prior application and clearance of the relevant licence
issued by VEGAP (tel. 91 532 66 32 and 93 201 03 31 ; www.vegap.es). Copyright infringement will be
prosecuted according to Laws.
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